
CONSERVATION

by Joel M.Vance

YEA!I, BUT WHAT THE HELL DOES
IT MEAN?

L
isten carefully: Ecosystem "namra!ly"? li sv. woodcock will
Management." Learn "those &.c!mc. As a woodchuck grouse hun-
words. ~bu’ll be he~mg them~Tstem that takc~ advantage of the:or I~ rather see k,,-,.~ers whacking
~r ~d m~r. The entre con- prevailing conditions {i.e., a wetlandtrees with well-regulated clearcuts.

se~’ation community has con~edin historic ~’amptand~? Is it aban-I ~oId a wfidhre manager that my
to ecowstem management, donment of management-by-speciestear of cco~x’stc~la management is

It goes by different names--to tD" to create a mo~ diverse wild-:hat it will be used as an excuse
c~ated mso~ce m~agement islife populatmn? do nothing. He ~adglngly sa~d,
~other. But the idea is the sameIf so. wiIi managers quit clearcut-That’s certainly a danger:’
and al! federal ~d m~y state wild-ring, which benefits gouse andceuld argue that a given eco~’stem
life agencies ha~ bought into it.~vodcock? Will they abandon up-is best left aione to do its m,m thing,

That includes the U.S. Fish ~dland wildlife area farm~g becausethat ~y mtmszon tW m~ inevitably
Wildlife Se~ice ~US~VS!, Soil Con- that fa~vrs farmland birds ~d smallwu," favor ce~am species m~r others.
se~’ation Se~ice and my m~m Mis-game at the expense of woodlandand that such acr{vities shomdnt be
so~i Conse~’ation Dep~ment. I’mspecies? a~iowed.
still twing to figure out what Let’s take an example: woodcock But all hunted species benefit
ecosystem management means,need ve~ specific forest habitat. Iffrom specific management. Upland
According to the USFWS, it means,a woods is too mature, woodcockbirds especially respond to man’s
"Protect~g or resto~g the ~ction,won’t use it. They like sproutyactivities because most of them are
stmct~e ~d s~cies composition o~thickets. But in order to have sprou-creatures oi edge and thrive tll a farm
an eeoc’stem recognizing that allty thickets, something has to knockenvironment, assumtn~ the farm
components are intc~elated:’ dm~ the old trees. Fire did ~t hismr-]c.wcs plenty ~,r rood and c~wcr.

Okay, I understand eyeD’thing inically; lo~crs did it in more modernThe same manager who told me
that definition--except what ittimes, tn,tt th,:rc is,:,m¢cr in the cct,>a’stcm
means. Is the :dca to restore theWill an ecosystem approach aban-ai.proach :~[so tom mc he w.;~ think-
cot,system that existed before mandun intrusive activitic~ tikc h~Aving:::v of letting a t,u’mcd
intruded? 1~. ~t to create an eco-so that the ecosystem will dcvch~pwily[lilt area gl,,~ up m bt,tttmaiand

~1,1rdwt,t~t]~ ,a htmdrcd-vc0~ p~olcctl
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cmusly resembles t he kind ot lulla-lw preuv sm~plc for a computer jock. lions or where the pubic
by pol~t~c~;tns sm~ when they’re In add~tmn. ~t ~s wtsc to set hm~. them. States without assured tund-
m’ing t,,gct clccted--t~in~ to be all term ~,~.,I,. based on a chunk ot mg are always at the mercy ,~t the
thillgn t¢~ all people. Gradually,counlw with smUlat characteristics, pols. comprom~sm~ cve~ whq~-
~ovcrnmcnt has become soothinglyand ,,kay u, trod ot~t what the publ~c StltO1 to ~ct tbmr money. It’s no way

currectne~s. But what happens until the plan I fear ecosystem management,
Political c~rrcctness is a hlanket ~s in placc~ Missouri won’t have it~ whatever it finally means, may ~ust

cxcuse tot amending any position toplans done until the year 2000. Dobe another concession to popular
conform tu what one specml interestresource> sit around tw~ddling thmr whim. At be~t, ~t may be a fad; at
group or another thinks ~hould hethumbs until then; What i~ the ~mrst, a silly boondo~le that wastes
done. The’final position, if there isdread disease of bureaucra%,strikesmoney, time. and resources. I’d
one. is l~keiy to be like oatmealand the plan becomes T~t PLAN, to rather see one toodplot on the
without sweetener, butter, or any-the exclusion of common sense or~ound than a thousand on paper or
thing rise--pretty bland, acttc n, in the dancing pixels on a computer

~bu please no one by twing to Plans tend to take on a life of their screen.
please eyeD’one. If you promise~, especially in the computer age. Any wildlife manager with half a
e~’one that no one will be hu~,Computer models are simulations,brain can tell you what the problem
then e~v~,one is hapw [until theybased on computer data. In otheris today: declining habitat, in some
find out that--to use another clich(~mrds, the computer tells you what cases coupled with excessive
--no pain means no gainl, likely will happen, gi~n certa~ demand, It’s tree that public l~d

I’m still waiting for someone to circumstances. [except in a few ~stem statesl cafft
explain ecosystem m~agement to ~d it’s an axiom o~ computers compensate for the loss of private-
me in other than vague, nice-that they will deliver garbage ff fed l~d habitat.
sounding words. Gi~ me an exam-garbage. This is why you get I’ve seen or head nothing ~ the
pie o~ it in action. Tell me h~ it~ather forecasters ~ w~d~less eco~tem m~agement pl~s that
will affect me as a quail hunter or rooms telling you about the com-tells me h~’ agencies will gem
a ~ouse or woodcock h~ter, puteds su~y ~ather projectionp~vate-I~d coo~ration. ~d I ha~

When I told a state official that while it’s raining buckets outside, seen with~ the conse~ation corn-
Ms. Beattie’s words sounded like There also is d~ger ~ ~mlv~gm~ity a with&awal kom one-on-
smoke--fine-sodding words withthe public in reso~ce ply. Theone contact ~th l~d~ers. ~en
no subst~ce--he s~d. "Oh, the ~dspublic ~s profession~s to m~.you thi~ in ~d te~s, !~e
are full of it. They dofft know what A baseball te~ doesn’t ask ~seco~tems, you tend to forget the
the~re doing." h~, to mn the te~. Neither individuals that create the

Then I read the same state% exile- should ~ agenw come, ~t ~ h~d,ecowstem, for better or ~rse. You
nation of its version of ecowstemto the public aski~ for direction, c~ hold public meetings ~til the
m~agement ~d head the s~e ~1- It’s a fine ba!~ce. ~ agenw Second Com~ ~d you’ll o~y
lmv’s explanation of it, and I still must consider what is acceptable topreach to the cho~.
smelled smoke. A foyer empl~e the public, but the resource should The fence-sitte~ and ag~-ne~
of the same agenw sa~d. simpl~ "It’sbe the bottom line ~d m~a~rs ~ewill stay home. I~ you w~t to get
a copout." suppo~d to kn~ what the resourcethem to cooperate on eeoc’stem

Missouri ca{Is its ~rs,on "C~rdi- needs. I~ the public had the f~ say-m~agement or ~yth~g else. you
hated Resource Management:’ Hereso, f~ states x~uld ha~ st~ed doeha~ to go to them.
is how it is planned to work: deer hunts. Resource managementI hate to devote an entire column

¯In~vnto~" pkmt and animalcom- isn’t a popularity contest and theto one subject. Hasn’t happened
munities, natural resources and out-public knows relatively little about more than a couple of times in the
door recreation opportunities; how to manage resources. 15 years I’ve written this column.

¯Propose 50-vear goals tor each of I think g~ving public implement But the implications of ecosystem
10 scctmns ot the state, based onequal weight with professionalm~agement are such that it maybe
social and econotmc realities; andmanagement is a symptom of whatthe bi~est conse~’atmn sto~

¯ Involve the pubhc through sur-has hap~ned to the U.S. govern-
vcvs meetings and news reh’ases, ment. N~ one makes decisions any- loci Vance ,s the author

A "l~log~cal ,urvev" is vmtl. more. Congress is deadlocked onhumor collectiemg. Grandma and
Thc:c ts a nalttoll,tl crib,It to do that cvcD, tlung and the Clinton adminis-the Buck Deer ~$I3. softcover~ and
[b~tterly opposed lw the land-rights tration can’t stay m one position anyConfessions of an Outdoor
cr,,~, who see it a~ some darklonger than a breakdancer with jock ~ladroit ($22. hardco~rl, and a
gewcrnmcnt ph,t to control their itch. So. instead of an agency takingbook on tape [read by the author)
landl. Ho~ ~,m vtm manage a the n~tt~at~vc ~and the risk}, it finds entitled Billy Barnstorm, the Btrch
resource fl you don’t km~w what it out what ts acceptable to the malori-Lake Bomber I$IBt. available post.
:s~ But I can’t see th~s as a decade, ty and follows the line of leastpaul and autographed from Cedar
long prt,~ect. Most ot the informa- resistance. Glade Press. Box I~,
tmn should already bc entered in States with the worst conse~a- CitB MO 65102.
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